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TIN FISH 
WITH 


BY THE SUMMER OF 16442, THE ROLE OF MALTA IN THE 
Mi RRANBAN BATTLE HAD iE OVER e 
OFFENSIVE. 

BATTERED 


Be RON AELIS 'SUcEt LANES TO ROR am 
HITLER DECIDED TO MAKE ONE LA: 

ATTEMPT TO SUBDUE THE STUBBORN 
BRITISH FORTRESS. 


2 Tinfish With Wings 














Chapter. DEATH OR cto 


SNARLING WITH FURY, THE ISLAND S>T 
MASSED FORMATIONS OF STUKAS AND ME 
TIDE OF BATTLE SWAYED OVER TRE ROC 
PILOT SPOTTED A LESS DPANGEROL 








KEEN EYES ON AN AIRFIELD INLAND HAID 
SPOTTED THE UNWIELDY BRITISH LYSANDE2. 
THEIR OWN BEAUFORT BOMBERS 
MOMENTARILY GROUNDED By 7 

FIGHTER BATTLE , THE AIRCRE 

WATCHED THEIR NEW COMRADES 

COMING IN TOLANO.., 





us A De. KD; 
WiBUTEN ANT / 











Tinfish wees 3 
THESE WERE THE WEN WHOSE JOB wr )- NINE ON 

W WAS TO STRIKE WITH TORPS! Rwxof + BUT HELL MAKE IT 
AT THE ENEMY SUPPLY CONVOS : 3 S VERRY WONT 
SEA. MOST Of THEM WERE C i we ! TO ATTACK HIM 

Like PUGNECIQUS SERGEANT RIT SS OVER THE ACK-ACK 

MOLD OF $ S a BU 


ith 





S_THE LYSANDER REACHED THE AIRFIELD, THE ME, 104 
LRNED RELUCTANTL Ly AWAY, DCETERRED BY Hi} THREAT 


OF 7 
THE Beépoy NAZ! PILOT HAD MISSED THE CHANCE ‘OF 
WS AN EASY KILL... BUT THEN. oo 
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HIS OISBELIEF TURNING TO GLOATING ON THE GROUND, THE WATCHING 
RELISH, THE GERMAN FIGHTER PILOT | | BOMBER CREWS GASPED. ALREADY. 
BAW THE UNWIELDY OLD BRITISH THE MESSERSCHMITT WAS SCREAMING! 
AIRCRAFT BANK AND HEAD AWAY DOWN IN A LETHAL POWER DIVE AS 
FROM THE SAFETY OF THE AIRFIELD. | | THE LYSANDER FLEW OUT OVER 
UNDEFENDED COUNTRY. WAS THE 
sO you BRITISH PILOT TRYING TO COMMIT 
DARE ME, FOOL OF SUICIDE 7 
AN ENGLANDER 


WELL, | CALL YOUR THAT CRAZY 
BLUFF ,/ COOT DOING — 


ASKING TO 


THE CHASE WAS ONE - SIDED. WITH INSOLENT PRECISION, THE SPEEDY 
GERMAN FIGHTER TUCKED ITSELF_IN AT GROUND LEVEL ON THE TAIL OF ITS 
SLOW AND UNARMED PREY. GREEDILY, THE NAZI PILOT GLUED HIS EVE 
TO HIS GUN SIGHTS. . 
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DELIBERATELY, THE GERMAN CARESSED HIS GUN BUTTON WITH A GLOVED 
FINGER. AT LAST THE FINGER STIFFENED. . - AND THEN... ~ 


HIMMEL j 


THE LYSANDER HAD WHIPPED AWAY IN A STEEP TURN... ANDO REVEALED A 
ROCKY HILL DEAD IN THE PATH OF THE ONRUSHING MESSERSCHMITT / HIS 
REFLEXES SLACKENED WITH PREMATURE TRIUMPH, THE GERMAN PILOT 
CLAWED IN SUDDEN TERROR AT HIS CONTROLS... 
AN SION 
2 SRR 


Si! 





BUT THE TRAP 440 BEEN 
DESPERATELY =OR +5 
WITH TERRIBLE VOU 


tt 


Z 
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EXPERIENCE A 
ONE 4+AD AD ENOL 





Rm CREWS ON THE AIRFIELD. STILL GASPING WITH AMAZEMENT 
INARY COMBAT THEY HAD WITNESSED, CAME RUNNING 
4 TORIOUS LYSANDER . 
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[BUT SERGEANT RITCHE MOLD WAS UNIMERESSED. DUBIOUSLY HE APRROACHED 


) THE | 


WITH LIEUTENANT THEO CLIFF AND SERGI 


EANT BILL SAVILLE. 
HO FLEW 


OF NEW ZEALAND, THE NAVIGATOR AND WIRELESS OPERATOR WHO 


WITH HIM . 


YOU'VE 
GOT TO_HANO_IT, 
TOHIM, RITCHIE... 
THE WAY HE LED THAT 
fe); O- NINE SMACK 
INTO THE HILL: WAS 
A WIZARD BIT OF 
FLYING i 


MAYBE, 


BUT IT_WAS 
(STARK SRAZY, too! 
eT WHAT 


Ss SEB WH. 
THe NAMIGATOR'S 





THE THREE MEN WATCHED 

CURIOUSLY AS THE TALL AND 

HANDSOME ENGLISH FLIGHT 
NYY 


BUT 
OBSERVER RITCHIE M 
WANTED TO QUESTION - -. 


aexr est, §/H5 HIG. AMET SUITS HIM A 


TREAT, T BEEN BREATHING 
FIRE EVER SNCE We LEFT GIB ,/ FANCY 
TAKING ON A ONE-O- NINE IN a 


3 so ; 
MISTER TEMPEST'S 
WY JOINING THE SQUADRON, 
IS HEP AND OUR 
SKIPPER’S: pd FOR, 
PROMOTION .« 
BILL 7 


, 
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FLIGHT LIEUTENANT GERRY TEMPEST HAD JUST FINISHED A TOUR IN 
MOSQUITOES. THE OBSERVER'S ACCOUNT OF HiS EXPLOITS MADE THE 
SCEPTICAL AUSTRALIAN GRIN. THE R.A.F. HAD A PHRASE FOR 
TROUBLE- SHOOTERS LIKE TEMPEST. 


COME _AND HEAR : 
THE LATEST ABOUT THIS ' 
TEMPEST JOKER, BILL / HE'S 
A DEATH- OR - GLORY BOY 
iF EVER THE WAS 





GRIN FROZE ON SERGEANT MOLD’S FACE WHEN HE LEARNED THAT 
Tis DARE-DEVIL PILOT WAS TO BE THE iPPER OF HIS OWN BEAUFOR 


HATS WHAT | MEAN 0! THE : 
BEEN POSTED TO U.K. 
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tA DEAT LORY BOY WAS A BOON _TO THE NEWSPAPER READERS 

BACK HOME, BUT TO THE MEN WHO FLEW WITH “HIM AND WERE FORCED 
1 TO TAKE THE SAME RISKS, HE COULD BE 4 PAIN IN THE NECK / THAT 
[WAS RITCHIE MOLD'S VIEW / 


| 


























AND THIS |S OUR_WOP/A.G. 
RITCHE’S AN _AUSSIE,AND A ‘TOUGH 
ONE / 













GLAD 

TO MEET YOU, 

SERGEANT / | HOPE 

| CAN GVE YOU _AS MUCH 

GOOD HUNTING AS 

YOUR Ao SKIPPER H 
Ny 4 











Ce } 
OUTSIDE THE MESS HUT, THE WAS THIS TEMPEST THE SORT C= 
CREWS SHOOK HANOS WITH THEIR RECKLESS PILOT THE R-A.F. 2 
NEW_SKIPPER . COOL AND CALLED A " DEATH-OR- GLORY BOY" © 
EXPERIENCED EYES MEASURED RITCHIE MOLD HAD ALREADY MADE 


THE TALL ENGLISHMAN — FOUR LP_HIS MIND... . BUT NOW THEY 
LIVES WOULD BE WOULD KNOW SOON ENOUGH. 

IN HIS HANDS ON 
THEIR NEXT 
SORTIE « 









THERE 
GOES THE GONG. 
WONDER WHAT 
WE'RE HAVING A 
CRACK ye ais 





JUST - 
GET ME BACK FROM 
OPS IN| ONE PIECE, 
THAT'S: ALL t ASK — 
SKIPPER / b 
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SRASBING THEIR FLYING KIT, THE SEAUFORT CREWS HURR: 
| THE BRIEFING ROOM . 


IN SOUTHERN GREECE ACCORDING , 
TO THE SPIT’S SIGHTING REPORT , 
IT CONSISTS OF AN OiL TANKER 


STOP IT GETTING THERE 
MMEDIATE_ TAKE - OFF 
AND GOOD / 
HUNTING , 
















THE TARGET WAS AN ENEMY CONVOY KEEP YOUR FINGERS 1 
GING THE COAST_OF GREECE BEFORE CROSSED, BILL. SOMETHING 
VIAKING A DASH ACROSS THE NAVY - TELLS ME WE'RE GOING 
PATROLLED MEDITERRANEAN TO TO NEEO LUCK THIS TRIP 
OBRUK, NOW THE PRINCIPAL SUPPLY WITH “THAT JOKER i 
PORT OF ROMMEL’S AFRIKA KORPS, UP FRONT / 
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{2 
Giapter2. TORPEDO ATTACK 


= ; WW 
SDI SEE FERGIE HERO” CW Ui "YY 
Mf 





WAITING BEAUFORT ¢ 
THE SQ {f/ 


a an WAG, 


a nl 





THE BEAUFORT. CARRIED TWIN BROWNINGS IN THE WINGS AND IN A POWER- 
OPERATED TURRET. THERE WERE ALSO TWO SINGLE FREE GUNS 


FORWARD OF THE TURRET WHICH THE WIRELESS OPERATOR MANNED 
WHEN GOING INTO ACTION. «+ ~~ _.. ~< 
FREE GUNS 
TESTED, SKIPPER // 
LISTENING OUT ON 
STRIKE / 
FREQUENCY , 
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NOW THEY WERE CLEAR OF MALTA % 
AND THE DANGER OF A GERMAN 

FIGHTER JUMPING THEM , TEMPEST Ft 
TOOK THE BEAUFORT DOWN TO SEA & 

LEVEL AND SET COURSE EAST- 

NORTH- EAST FOR SAPIENZA AT 

160 KNOTS . 
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GUNS 


COUPLE OF 


¢ 
FLYING BEFORE WE GET 
TO SAPIENZA / 





FREED FROM IMMEDIATE DANGER, THE COOL ENGLISH 
FLIGHT LIEUTENANT PONDERED ON THE UNMISTAKABLE YOWRE 

HOSTILITY OF HIS AUSTRALIAN AIR GUNNER'S VOICE... IMAGINING ( 
= THINGS, SKIPPER + 
THE AuSSIE’S mm I'M GOING DOWN 

TAKEN A DISLIKE INTO_ THE / 

TO ME , HASN'T HE, B NOSE , 

CLIFF 7? KNOW 
WHY ? 
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FOR TWO HOURS THE SQUADRON 
ROARED ON ACROSS THE PEACEFUL 
MEDITERRANEAN TO KEEP THEIR 
RENDEZVOUS WITH FATE. AT LAST 
THE RADAR SCREEN FLICKERED 
INTO BALEFUL LIFE UNDER BILL 
SAV'LL’S TENSE GAZE. 

BLIES_ON THE 

SEARCH RADAR, 

SKIPPER / 


PS 





SOUTH 
TEMPEST'S 
DOWN NTO THE 
| BEAUFORT’S < NCSE. AS THE 
|SEA SLID BY SISTY FEET BELOW HIM, 
HE TRIED TO SHAKE CFF HIS 


ABOUT THE SKIPPER 
HE’LL HAVE TO BE 
TOLD TO\PIPE DOWN. 

IF HE'S RIGHT- WELL, 
ITS EVENS BETWEEN 
DEATH AND GLORY ,/ 





IN THE NOSE OF THE PLANE, THE 
NAVIGATOR SCANNED THE HORIZON. FAR [a see 
AHEAD. HE COULD ALREADY SEE THE THEM NOW » 
EIGHT MILES AWAY, 
DEAD AHEAD 7! THE 
LEADER'S TURNING 
TO STARBOARD / 


FAINT SHADOW OF THE GREEK 
MAINLAND. AND THEN . 
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THE LEADING BEAUFORT WAGGLED ITS WINGS AND BANK: 
STARBOARD AS THE ENEMY SHIPS CAME IN SIGHT. C 
C§KED HIS AIRCRAFT IN BEHIND iT AND ALERTED HIS 


THIS 15 1T, MEN? 
CUFF, COME UP HERE 
TO DROP THE TORP, 
WiLL you / 























DEIR SKIPPERS FIRM HANDLING OF THE AIRCRAFT HAD IMPRESSED THEC 





| FE AND BILL SAVILL — BUT THE PUGNACIOUS AUSTRALIAN Ai GUNNER 
| WAS UNCONVINGED - 7 
. HERE 
? GOES, COBBER IN 
TEN MINUTES WE'LL 


STO. 
KNOCKING THE 
SKIPPER , CAN’T YOU, 
RICHE/ He's 
SONG ALL 
RGHT / 


16 Tinfish With Wings 
A MILE AWAY NOW, THE ITALIAN S 
CLOSED UP IN DEFENCE, THEIR GUNS 
TRAVERSING TOWARDS THE ATTACKING 
AIRCRAFT, THE NINE BEAUFORTS C 

IN SCREAMING FURY ON THE CONVOY, THE 
TANKER THEIR CHIEF TARGET. 








AT HALF - A- MILE RANGE, THE SEA IN FRONT OF THE BEAUFORT’S NOSE 
BEGAN TO BOIL WITH A LASHING FURY OF MACHINE GUN FIRE FROM THE 
NEAREST DESTROYER. CALCULATING THE TANKER'’S SPEED, GERRY 

TEMPEST LAID OFF DEFLECTION ON THE TORPEDO SIGHT. 


HALF 
A MILE TO 
GO, CLIFF _ + 
WHAT SPEED 1S 
THE TANKER, 
MAKING ? 
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STEADY AS AN ARROW, MPEST pe AIRCRAFT TORE THROUGH 
A MURDEROUS CURTAIN oz HIGH EXPLOSIVE 


RUN IN. AS THE RANGE CLOSED TO A_ THOUSAND YARDS , 
THE BEAUFORT ON ITS LEFT JERKED AS THOUGH ON A 
MONSTROUS STRING . 
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STILL TEMPEST HELD HIS  IRCRAFT ON 

[TS DEADLY COURSE WITH ROCKLIKE 

STEADINESS » AS THE TANKER. LOOMED 

DE, EAD AND THE TORPEDO - SIGHT 
AME ON, HIS EVES BLAZED 


ON_AND_ WAT 


ITED 
ULL SECOND. BercRe HE REALISED THA HE BEAUFORT HAI 
ae HOULD HAVE DONE iF THE WEIGHT OF TH 
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WITH TS LETHAL CARGO STILL CRADLED UNDER iy 
THE FUSELAGE. THE BEAUFORT ROCKETED AT 
1SEA LEVEL UNDER THE STARK BOWS OF \ 
THE GERMAN TANKER. . . 


AS GERRY TEMPEST FLUN 
TURN, IT SHUDDERED IN A 
GUNS, BUT... 
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a (SETA 
“| COURSE FOR 
HOME ? 


ONLY FLIGHT LIEUTENANT GERRY TEMPEST DIO NOT SMILE. HIS EYES 
WERE COOL STILL, AND CALCULATING. EVEN AS HIS CREW'S THOUGHTS 
TURNED TO MALTA AND A SAFE RETURN, HIS HANDS TAUTENED ON 
THE CONTROLS / @ 

y Ve ae, ity 

2 

4, 

(A a See ? 

a A. 
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THE SHARP LURCH OF THE AIRCR, 
FLUNG THE GUNNERS TO THEIR eer. 
THEY STEADIED THEMSELVES AN 
LOOKED UP TENSELY. THE NEW 
SKIPPER’S VOICE WAS ASG CALM AS 
EVER, BUT HIS WORDS WERE © 
EXPLOSIVE J 





4 WHAT 
DID | TELL YOu, 
BILL, THE DEATH— 


AND USB TON THAT aa 
CRUISER DOWN THERE ,/ 


NEDEY. THE CREW WENT BACK ey: 
TATIONS AS GERRY PULLED Ee OE AUFORT 


YARDS _ AWAY, 
PONDEROUSLY TOWARDS ITS TINY OPPONENT. 


oe 
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BALANCED BEtI ie BROWNINGS IN THE SSAUFORT'S TURR: 
RITCHIE MOO trey es BLACK RAGE GRIP HIS CRUISER’ 





ALL 
RIGHT, YOU 
) 
WE'RE / 
COMING m4 


AS THE BRISTLING CURTAIN OF FIRE FROM “THE ITALIAN _CRUISER’S GUNS 
WHIPPED TOWARDS THE LUNGING BEAUFORT, GERRY TEMPEST WATCHED 
THE TORPEDO - SIGHT AND COOLLY WAITED. 
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[AT THE CRACK OF HIS SKIPPER’S VOICE, THEO PRESSED THE RELEASE 
BUTTON. DEADLY ASA STRIKING SHARK, THE TORPEDO PROPPED FROM 
1TS RACK UNDER THE FUSELAGE AND SuceD INTO THE SEA BELOW... 


= 
Ft cal Oe ge 


AA (| 





AS THE BEAUFORT Sune rae er AND_ THE SOUTH AFRICAN NI NAVIGATOR 
bangs IND TRIUMPH RY TEMPEST bed is THROTTLE! 
LED THE ARORA T re THE SEA. +. THE 


GONE / TRENNING 
HARD NO 


GOOD. SHOW.’ 
NOW HOLD TIGHT |’ 





23. 
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ENGINES SCREAMING, THE BEAUFORT ROARED OVER 
THE CRUISER'S AFTER DECK WITH INCHES TO SPARE 
AND CLIMBED AWAY. LOOKING BACK FROM THE 
TURRET, RITCHIE SAW THE TORPEDO LUNGING 
UNDER THE SURFACE TOWARD THE TARGET. THEN... 





Tinfish With Wings 


(TALI SHELL SLAMMED INTO THE PORT ENGINE & 
BN ASSN THE ENGINE INSTANTLY Bum: 


| CLIMBED AWAY. 
PULLED 


5_THE BEALFORT 
ST INTO F Antes As NEN PEST 


FIERCELY ON THE RIGHT RUDDER TO STEADY 


AIRCRAFT» « 


W) 


“ye 


\ 
Ne 
Ni 
¥ 
nN 
NG 
N 
aN 
x 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
sy 
Fi 
as 
N 
iy 


LAZOURING ON ONE ENGINE, HOT OIL 
FUMES FILTERING THROUGH THE 
FUSELAGE E BEAUFORT LIMPED 
OUT OF RANGE OF THE CRUISER’S 
PUNISHING GUNS. J EMCeS THROTTLED| 
CK THE FAILING STARBOARD 
NGINE AND CALLED HIS CREW. 


PM DITCHING 
HER WHILE 
STILL. 
ONE ENGINE TO 
CONTROL THE DIVE; 
CLAMP MENA KEY 


lL. 
PRESSURES 


ON THE 

STARBOARD, 
ENGINE'S / 
DROPPING ; 


THE ONLY COURSE WAS. A a oY THE 
AIRCRAF THE 


STRICKEN 

SEA BEFORE THE STARBOARD 
ENGINE FAILED UNDER THE STRAIN 
AO Rent. THEM_PLUMMETING INTO 
AN CENTROCLED OVE TO 
DISASTS 


NO USE SENDING 

OUT AN $.0.5S. FROM 

THS HEIGHT) BILL ,/ 

NO ONE’S GOING 
TO PICK IT 
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ED DOWN THE MoRsSE i. 
iTS CONTINUOUS NOTE ff 
UBMERGED. THERE |— 














THE DITCHING WAS HEAVY. IN A THRE 
POINT ATTITUDE , TAIL AND pics 8 MET THE 
ETHER WITH A SO! 


WATER TO t : 

SICKENING CRASH. SPRAY LA! COVER 
THE BEAUFORT'S SMOKE- BLACKENED 
FUSELAGE... 
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Chapter 3. QROEAL AT Sea ! 


FIRST SPLIT SECON: 
CE AFTER THE DITC} 
Da DIVED THROUGH THE = 
ON THE PORT SIDE A 
BLY AT THE DINGH’ 





FOOL! 
WITH THIS. DINGHY 
ELEASE / 
RITCHIE »». 
THE NOSE ''S 
R UNDERWATER... 


IMBED THROUGH THE HATCH 


Cu 
GANGES FORWARD. THE NOSE OF 
BEAUFORT WAS ALREADY 
DERWATER BUT HE CAUGHT A 
JM a OF _ MOVEMENT IN THE 
EEN GLOOM. THEN HE AND 
1E GUMPED 
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STANDING ORDERS O' 
EACH MAN SAVED HI 
LOOKED BACK AT T" 


RITCHIE — 
THE OTHERS. -« 





THE AIRCRAFT HAD BROKEN ITS 
BACK IN THAT FATAL PLUNGE. 'T 
SEEMED IMPOSSIBLE THAT 
ANYONE COULD LIVE_IN THE 
DEEPLY- BURIED AND. _ 
TRUNCATED WRECK, BUT. « « 
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AS THE BROKEN BEAUFORT TREMBLED 
UNSTEADILY UNDER HIS FEET, GERRY 
TEMPEST SHOUTED A WARNING AND 

PREPARED TO JUMP... 





TEN SECONDS LATER AS ESS eee 
THE DINGHY AND FLUNG AN Ari 

SIDE, THE WALLOWING PRASRIENY Se Vi 
ONCE POWERFUL BOMBER LURCHED 
RRO O ICALLY LIKE A GREAT DROWNING 
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WITH A SIGH, THE V4 CLOSED 

BROKEN REMAINS OF ap BEAUF 
MENS STILLNESS og BROODING SEA ANB 
SKY RESSED THE 

MEN 4 TE DINGHY LiKE 
Ere MON 1ON OF 








GERRY TEMPEST FELT THAT OPPRESSION — AND ; > 
BRUSHED IT AWAY. FORCING CHEERFULNESS INTO WERE a 
HIS VOICE, HE OPENED THE NAVIGATION BAG... uP THE CREEK, ) 
AND. “THE TOUGH AUSTRALIAN GUNNER GRIMLY MSTER JEMPEST wo. 
WATCHED HIM « THANKS TO ~ 
EMERGENCY SOF a2 
1ON: A ’ ir 














FOUR MEN WERE | HOLES iN 
pos DINGHY_ON A ITE OF wee 
ANID ALREADY TH $2255 OF 
| GANGES WAS STIRRING + ED 
iP ANGER LIKE POISON IN 
ae MINDS , 


MAKE THE 


ON THE THIRD NIGHT AS GERRY TS 
fEPT UNEASILY, A DISTANT ‘eam 
ENGUSHMAN TENSELY AWAKE ..» 


THE et 


DAYS _OF 


PADSLED FOZ TWO DAYS 
2 SHORE THEY COULD NOT 
WERE TWO_DAYS 
oF hunger AND THIRST, TWO 
S WINDING TORE 


RNG THE SUN BURNED DOWN vee 


(PEST KEPT A 


ENGINES. . 
DELIRIOU 


AM ! 





LOOKOUT AND THE OTHERS 
|AR SOUND BROUGHT THE COOL 


AIRCRA= 


‘Sf 
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IT WAS THE ROAR OF AIRCRAFT ENGINES ALL RIGHT! GRIPPING THE VEREY 
PISTOL, TEMPEST PROBED THE DARKNESS AND PREPARED TO FIRE A 
A ai Pr ee THEN HE SAW THE SHADOWY SHAP! 





ENGINES...» OF ALL 
LUCK = IT’S A JUNKERS 


NAAN 
\\\ 
AW 


iN 
Nes 


ago 
Ze 


TT WAS _A GERMAN PLANE _/ TORN G CAN'T DO IT! PD 
BY THE AGONY OF HIS LONE UP RATHER STARVE “TO 


DECISION, THE FLIGHT LIEUTENANT A DEATH OR DROWN OUT 

HEARD THE HOSTILE AIRCRAFT ERE THAN GIVE __ 
HUNDRED FEET ABOVE MYSELF UP TO THE 

SHOULD HE FIRE THE VEREY y L / i CAN'T FIRE 

PISTOL FOR HELP, AND SAFETY... 

AND CAPTIVITY 7 - iG 
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THOUGH FORCED DOWN BY A BRU 


TAL 
SoeERIOR pee THe HAND HOLDING THE NEDE 


THE QUIET SOUTH AFRICAN HAD 
SEEN AND HEARD PR EnNS ? 
BUT NOW _A GRAVE SMILE: 
PASSED OVER HIS BAN = 
TWISTED FACE... 


SAW, TEMPEST— 
AND_! KNEW YOU'D 
LET THAT JERRY 
FLY PAST / 





YOU KNOW WHAT RITCHIE CALLS 
JOU, TEMOEST FE / THE DEATHHOR - 
ORY BOY’. WELL, YOU MADE 
Siz cHgIes (TES IME | DIDNT T 
SOU = Ai RECKON ris 

? Loser WORRY ; 


THE WAY 


: THANKS, 
Cure! WE'LC 'GET 
THROUGH — AND _NOT 
TO ANY_ JERRY, PRISON 
CAGE 


2 
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MOMENTARILY, GERRY TEMPEST WAS 
REASSURED. BUT WHEN EMPTY 











ON THE FIFTH HOPELESS DAY, BILL SAVILL LIFTED _HIS HEAD 
AND QUIETLY; AS THOUGH IT HAD BEEN JUST A CASUAL 
CBSERVATION, DROPPED A FEW EXPLOSIVE WORDS INTO 
THE PENT- UP SILENCE IN THE DINGHY / 


VY FIVE DAYS... PERHAPS YOU SHOULD 
HAVE SIGNALLED THAT JERRY AIRCRAFT 
WHICH FLEW OVER THE 
OTHER NIGH 
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=T5 LAST EVIDENCE OF HIS NEW SKIPPERS DISREGARD Foz SA 
IRNED LIKE ACID INTO RITCHIE: MOLD’S TAUT NERVES. Hi5 VO! 
RAGE HE FACED THE - —— = 
ENGLISHMAN 1 atpea : 
EEE 
BZz 
Z 


i“ YOU 
CRAZY JOKER , 
| PASSING ue A 


AS HS NERVES SNAPPED, THE AAU 
ANGE EERE S SAE Bigs HS SANDS 
GROPED SAVAGELY FOR TEM 


DON?T. 
BE A FOOL, 
RITCHIE / 
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SUDDENLY THE DINGHY WAS QUIET. 

FOUR DESPERATE MEN STARED 

With ACHING EYES AT THE TI 

BIRD AND. IN THER HEARTS anew 
A'SLOW AND FEARFUL OY. « + 
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ICILY CALM AS HE ALWAYS WAS IN 
ACTION; TEMPEST FOUGHT OFF THE 
DELIRIOUS GUNNER’S ATTACK. AND 
NEAR THE AE ACE WING HANDS oN are 





LIP OF THE INGHY 012 ASM. 
BRD ISN TEE? 








BIRO WAS _A LINNET. iT MUST HAVE LCAN_SEE (T= 
ae FROM _THE ND ANE. IT COULD / CoN aie (77 
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HIS SHOUT. BROUGHT THE OTHERS TREMBLING TO THEIR FEET. PERHAPS 
THREE MILES AWAY ACROSS THE GLOWERING SEA LAY THE SHADOWY 
COASTLINE OF GREECE. QUICKLY, GERSY TEMPEST CONSIDERED THE 
POSSIBILITIES AND MADE UP HIS MIND. 


IM GOING TO SWIM FOR IT 
CHAPS / WEILL NEVER MAKE IT BY 
PADDLING / YOU'RE IN COMMAND, 
CLIFF — TRY TO_KEEP_THE 
PINCHY IN ae SAVE POSITION. 

i HELP OUT TO YOU 
SOMEHOW = FRING OR FOE, 
lo} v \TTER 





RAPPING Fall A VOICE ODE LY CRISP, THE T 
RAPP: WEST AND POISED HIMSELF FOR THE 
WOULD GIVE HIS MeN | NO TIME TO OBJECT, OR WIE TO Bus 
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MIGHT TAKE 4 LONG TIME FOR THE AETER TRE SRST GRUELLING 
EXMAUS TED Se RVIVORS a? PADDLE HOUR » SERRY TEMPEST. KEPT 
AINST TRE OFF-SHORE| | GONG ON SHEER WiLL POWER ALONE: 
HS BODY SLOGSED THROUGH THE 
WATER IN A PONDEROLS AND 
AUTOMATIC RHYTHM MEASURED By 
PAIN AND NAUSEA ° 































ANOTHER HOUR PASSED AND ANOTHER . 
NOW, NUMBLY RAISING ACHIN SG HEAD, ‘ADE 
TEMPEST SAW THE BEACH BURDENLY T-=SOMEROW « 

E AT HAND. WITH A_LA oo, SUPREME NOW | MUST 
EFFORT, HE THRESHED INTO TI GET ) 
SHALLOWS +. + HELP ,’ 
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| Chaprers GUERILLA ACTION 


UND SWAYNG BENEATH HS 
Tie AND. BUT ALREADY DANGER \ 
THIS Was ENEMY- OCCUPIED GRESCE 
AWID UNARMED . >» 














LOOSENING HIS CRAMPED NY ISCLES » 


iT) TEMPEST DRAGGED HiMSEL= ACROSS | 
EVEN IF HE HAG COME TO IT HELPLESS 











ieee HE HEARD THE CRACK OF THE RIFLE 
THE BOULDER , THE STARTLED 
b SCREAM OF 
IN GATED...» 
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;BEYOND THE BOULDER LAY ad NARROW DIRT ROAD AND THE GERMAN ARMY 
| TRUCKS HAD OBVIOUSLY BEEN AMBUSHED BY A GREEK GUERILLA BAND. 
|THE BRIEF BUT VICIOUS FIGHT FLARED AND DIED. « « AND OD CERRY TEMPEST 
LIMPED FORWARD s+ « « > 





THE HAGGARD FLIGHT LIEUTENANT KEPT HIS EYES ON THE BEARDED GIANT AS HE 
LEAPED DOWN FROM THE LEADING TRUCK. WOULD HE BE FRIENDLY - OR HOSTLE? 


THE NAME’S SMITH, OLD CHAP.’ CAPTAIN HERBERT SMIT! 
OF THE COLDSTREAM GUARDS — SECONDED TO LIAISON bu ITIES 
WITH THIS VILLAINOUS BUNCH OF GREEK BRIGANDS / 
WHAT CAN | DO FOR YOU P 








AN 
ENGLISHMAN ~ THANK 
HEAVENS / LISTEN, VY CREW 
AW ARE OUT THERE N'A DINGHY — 
; WE ErTGHee PIVE | DAYS AGC 
YOUVE GOT TO BRING 
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TEMPEST HAD HEARD OF THESE BRAVE MEN NO CAN DO / FOR ONE THING 
WHO FOUGHT WITH THE GUERILLAS IN MANY WE'VE GOT NO BOAT! FoR 
OCCUPIED ON aere HE THANKFULLY ANOTHER, WE HAVE TO GRAB 
BLURTED OUT. PLEA... BUT SM/TH 
SHOOK H/S EAD REGRETFULLY« 





B 
RE THEY WAKE 
UP_EROM ;THEI NOON 
SIESTA / THAT'S WH 
Hi- JACKED Tlese 
Reicks + SORRY 
OLD CHAP / 


A SUDDEN SURGE OF ANGRY ENERGY, 
FLARED THROUGH GERRY TEMPEST’S 
TIRED BODY 


YOU'RE 
NOT GOING TO 
LEAVE ME //1M 
COMING WITH 
YOu re 
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THERED SPEED, SMITH BROUGHT ©: FOOD ANO_A WATER 
He FLIGHT 1 LEUTENANT HAD SWALLOWED THE ROUGH 


THE TARBOLR'S FULL 
ALL. CRAFT. COULDN'T YOu 
GET OUT Sas 


crAz: 
IDEA, SMITH — 
BUT i LIKE 





HA N GERR PEST’S NEW- FOUN o izes 
OBE NES GE Was tigurine ar xe HUNGRY FOR ACTION. 


IF YOURE NOT FEELING UP TOIT, 
: 'D BETTER STAYIN 
SOOTHED 
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SWIFTLY THE TWO TRU APPROACHED THE 

SLEEPY LITTLE SEAPO! ACH, 

OUTSIDE THE AMM HED WATCHED K4RL IS INA 
HEIR DUST WITH LAZY DISAPPROVAL .« HURRY / ITIS 






THE NEXT MOMENT, BRUTAL FEAR BROUGHT THEM FRANTICALLY TO THEIR 
FEET, HANDS CLAWING AT RIFLES AS THE FEARED GUERILLA FIGHTERS 
FROM THE HILLS LEAPED FROM THE SCREECHING TRUCKS, 


BREAK 
THE DOOR_DOWN, 
QUICK 7 COVER 
THE REAR,, 
TEMPEST 
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ALONE ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STATIONARY “TRUCK ) 
GERRY TEMPEST COVERED THE REAR AND LISTENED 
ENVIOUSLY TO THE SOUNDS OF FIGH FROM 


TING 
SHED. BUT ALREADY THE 


THE 
GERMAI UARDS WER! 
ALERTED » .. al is 2. ai 


YW 


AZ! OFFICER KNEW BETTER THAN TO 
THE GUBRILLAS IN THE OPEN. HIS PLAN 
T en ROVER BEHIND THE TRUCKS 


-—_——_—_— _jf 


TEMPEST,/ 


KEEP 
COMING, JERRIES 
'M JUST GETTIN 
MY BYE / 


mu DER 
we Saysy Just 
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FIRED BY TEMPEST WITH LETHAL COOLN STRUCK DOW! 
Be PME eS RE e BePRcte ER 
BEEISTANCE DIkD © = 2 


WELL DONE; OLD CHAP, You 
SAVED A NASTY SITUATION 
NOW GRAB YOURSELF A BO, 
BEFORE THE REST OF THE UERRY 
GARRISON GET HERE / STAVROS 
HERE WILL GO WITH jou. d 





SMITE AND “THANKS 
FOR! THE FIGHT / 


aly FLIGHT LIEUTENAN’ rT MAP Ny GOTTEN HIS HELPLESS COMRADES IN 


FOR 
HE DINGHY: Deere THe ITEMENT OF THE ACTION. NOW HE SPRANG 
TO THE QUA AND. P, BAUSED WITH NARROWED EYES « e « 


THERE IS A PRETTY 
SIGNOR/ 
IOW OF 


45 
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Our THERE ON A SUNUT WATER FLOATED A SEAPLANE 
OF ITS THREE DIAL ENGINES GENTLY ous ING » TEM 
IT AS AN HALIAN'C CANT 25068 <3 SB THE THE 


CO 


DAREDEVIL (DEA. 
R CROSSED HIS MIND 


FLOGEING pe ee eet ACHING FROM HIS RECENT MARATHON 
ar DROVE _H 


VIM, 
TEM hil IMSELE THROUGH TH CALM | WATER AOaRSs Fe 
SEAPLANE. THE ENEMY EYES WHICH MIGHT HAVE SPOTTED xiM WE 


OTHERWISE ENGAGED wee 














QUICK 
LET. US JO 
L CAPITANG 'N THE 
PLANE. WE MUST 
TAKE _OFF “NT 
ONCE J 


WAIT» ; 
OUR BQAP at 


GERMAN ALLIE 


BlSHED 
MUST 
WATCH ’ 


























iE SHOOTING 
GARRULOLS 
excre a aa 
| DELIGHT OF SEENG THe eiees vig ore 
| CR CHER BULLYING GERMAN ALLIES « AND 
| UNSEEN ON THE OTHER SIDE OF 7 
AIRCRAFT « « « Sem OAALI ST 
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a 
BYTES | IN “THE 
BOAT. . « THAT 
PROBABLY LEAVES ONE 
INSIDE THE PLANE . WELL, 
ITS WORTH 


A TRY! 





] ABOVE TEMPEST'S HEAD AS HE CLUNG TO THE FLOAT WAS AN OPEN pers IN 
THE bain ice REVOLVER IN HAND ies, DARE 


DEV. ENGLISUVAN 


SWUNG 
THE AIRCRAFT s CREW 
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THE SEAPLANE’S FIRST PILOT WAS BELLOWING IMPATIENTLY_TO_HIS CREW. - 
THE SHOOTING ON THE QUAY HAD. ALARMED HIM. THIS. WAS NO-PLACE FOR A 
ras eee ITALIAN. HE TURNED IN HS SEAT AND HIS VOICE STRANGLED 










TEMPEST'S EYES WERE COLD AND DEADLY, THE HAND HOLDI 
UNWAVERING « GRIMLY HE MOTIONED THE GOGGLING ITALIAN 
STILL. CHATTERING . TH MBERED INTO THE CREW 


PED... ° 
COME ON IN / AND DON'T TRY ANY 4 

LY’ _ TRICKS OR IL CAPITANO HERE WiLL GET HURT,’ You've 
GOT EXACTLY FIVE MINUTES To GET THIS KITE } 


WOmw 
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wea ITALMANG. HA HAD NO STOMACH FOR A FIGHT, THE AGONY IN THEIR CAPTAIN 


PISTOL AT HIS HEAD WERE MORE 


THAN ENOUGH TO DE 


THEMes IULENLY THEY WENT TO THEIR POSTS, AND FIVE HUNDRED YARDS 


AWAY ON THE SUSE 


| THE TOUGH CAPTAIN SMITH HAD KNOWN THE FLIGHT 


j BEY TENANT iT FOR ONLY A CROWDED BS MINUTES j 


7 BUT HE HAD RECOGNIZED A KINDRED i 
GERRY TEMPEST WAS A MAN WHO CNeW, WHAT 
HE WANTED... ANDO HE USUALLY GOT /T 


WHAT COURSE _ 


rue 98ST, ANTONIO 

| AND_NO *TRCRS You mers, 
KEEP A LOOKOUT FOR A 

RUBBER DNGHY wird 
THREE MEN (T / 
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TS THREE ep HAVMERING, THE HEAVY SEAPLANE CLIMBED OVER THE 
SEA AND BAN <ED TOA NORTHERLY COURS: ONE GUN IN THE COOL 
HAND ‘OF A MAS TEREUL MAN R-CONTROLLED FOUR SULLEN ENEMIES AND THEIRS 
| MACHINE OF WAR. - 








FIVE MILES AWAY TO THE NORTH E RU pg DINGHY FLOATED MOTIONLESS On 


TH 
THE GLASSY SEA BENEATH THE BLAZING SUN. THE THREE MENIN IT) H 
RAINING AWAY AS THE BURNING HOURS PASSED, HAD COME FACE TO FACE 
WIT sae - 


Bi EMHER i 
Tana HEARING THINGS 
HouRS nee THE OR soe 
( SKIPPER 
\ SVEBSIOES ea ! "RECKON 
RE NEXE 




















DRONE OF ENGINES 7 TH BROUGHT THEM 
EIR FEET IN THE SALT- C, T 

N7Q_ SIGHT, THEIR FIRST Witt 

DS=EAT 


=, 


Y UT AT 
LEAST WE'RE 
SAVED / 


ESCLE + AND CAPTIM TY — WERE 
AND + THE ITALIAN AIRCRAFT 
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SULLENLY, THE SURVIVORS WERE HELPED INTO THE CANT SEAPLANE BY | 
THE ITALIAN FL ENGINESE s BLINKING IN THE UNNATURAL DIMNESS OF THE 
FUSELAGE, THEY ANCED TOWARDS THE PILOT q 





FEEL MORE AT 


Mh HOME INA KITE THAN # 
iN A BOAT / 


HE FIRST BLANK INCOMPREHENSION AUBNED, attieR TO A BLINDING AND 

GLORIOUS JOY. THEY WERE SAFE — AND 

WHO HAD Wepre THIS ReneS 
ube tee a 


= =. INCREDIBLE MAN 
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THE CANT WAS ALREADY AIRBORNE . NOW 
pind DECISION AS pis! ITS DESTINATION HAD TO 
BEM. AND IT WAS A DECISION SO 

HAZA\ RDOUS THAT GERRY TEMPEST WOULD 
NOT MAKE IT ALONE « 





BUT. HOW 
THE DEVIL, DID 
SKIPPER ? 


IT'S A LONG 
STORY THEO! RIGHT NOW, 
DECIDE HERE 


PUT THIS KITE DOWN. 
BASE uP ae GREEK COAST—,OR 
RY TO MAKE MALTA , 


THE YOUNG ENGLISHMAN HAD LED_HIS CREW INTO GOME HAIR-RAISING_RISKS, 

| BUT THEY WERE JUST BEGINNING TO LEARN THAT A COOL HEAD HAD CALCULATED 
EACH OF THOSE Risks BEFORE THEY HAD BEEN TREN © 
AN? THIS TIME, THE CHOICE WAS THEIRS.» - 


MALTA MENTE” SPITFIRE / 
=" ITALIANO 
AIRCRAFT RAPUT., PETROL 
TANKS DRY . {MALTA 
MENTE / 


CHAPS | LL. 
IF THE PETROL 
DRY BEFORE WE REACH MA } 
SPIT BOYS_V BE NNING OR US 
SHALL Be ‘YS, AD 
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R.A BRIEF INSTANT. “iS DISTRUST OF THE NEI 
HAKEN BY TEMPESTIS 
CANT. AND NOW, SUDDENLY, HIS OWN 
NOT ON YOUR, NELLY «| KNOW 
WHAT YOU'D OO SK , AND 
FROM NOW ON | via carey ALL 
THE WAY! YOU CAN COUR 
IN ON THE RISKS / 


THANKS, 
LADS, /MALTA 
IT is 


PLL TAKE OVER ,’ 
THEO, DIG AROUND: #08 SOME MAPS , 
AND GIVE ME OURSE FOR MALTA. 
| KNOW | IRL GUESSWORK BUT 
TA SS aed ONE. WE HAVEN'T 
L TO GO STOOGING 
seoLNe FOR 
ISLAND. 
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| eee SPITFIRES’ Tarcet 





SLD NESS SoS Be FAMILIA 
AE CANTS CONTROLS FT 
4 AND SHE FEROCIOUS CHA 


APPRECETI ae 
TEN Mi es. al 
- “ 7 Al Two 
|Exceresce Tey f THOMAS 
SOS ALREADY ON AN \ LB RACES 
ARFELD IN THE : 
ISLAND. » 
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AT THE SAVE MOMENT AS THE SQUADRON 
OF SPITFIRES ROARED THREATENING! Ly OFF i 
Aly BUN TEN MILES TO THE SOUTH 





TENSION BY A.WILD SHOUT FROM THE 
AUSTRALIAN GUNNER». - 


MALTA) 

SKIPPER 

| CAN SEE 
ITs 


gooP 
SHOW, RITCHIE i NOW 
KEEP YOUR, EYES, Fi eee 
ros THE SPITS. 
OING DOWN JON "The 
DECK / 


THEY HAD REACHED MALTA— BUT 
INAS THEY CHEERED THAT 

RUGGED FAMILIAR SHAPE ON THE 

UTHERN HORIZON » 

Marten as DANGER on” 

WHOLE ReRILQUS Ny MISSION. Was 
BCREAMIN IG TOWARDS 
iT 350 Niles AN HOURS Ss ee 








Y7A\ THE SPITFIRE SQUADRON CLIMBED 

Al RELENTLESSLY _INTO AN ATTACKING 

4 ON. COLD EYES WATCHED THE 
UNWIELDY AIRCRAFT BELOW THEM, TO 


THE ITALIAN CANT WAS 
RGET, TO BE DISPATCHED 
RUTHLESSLY AND BFFICIENTLY. + + 





LEADER TO. 
RED PATROL ., FROM 
LINE ASTERN IM 
HAVING FIRST 
CRACK / 












COMING IN » 
SKIPPER. 





8 Tinfish With W. 


nae I SAI A RE | Ee ee 
IN LINE ASTERN , THE DEADLY FIGHTERS TORE Di Ms ON THEN PREY. EVEN IN 
i [ WAD 4 GRIN AND 4 


= 
ee 


ok \ 
BO deen: . ‘ 
ee afeass, oa 3 \ 


X 2 RO 
ONSEN on md 
: : : 


Fe LssesSegad ra 
Ja Sag 


CoBsER , 





& DARING PLAN “2 GuTAIT THe VENGERUL SPTFIRES WisOE7 SRNE A SHOT 
HAD ALREADY =_ASHED T4RO) TEMPEST'S MIND. 

















i THE { 
S THE SPiTFIRE'S GUN SIGHTS 1 
SHTER PILOT PULLED | 
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THE SECOND SPITFIRE RENEWED THE ATTACK... 
PE 

















HE 
KEEPS PUTTING 
THE SHIPS_IN aes 
FIRING zt 
LEAS NDARENIT 


































































































ait f 
RAH 
AUT 


TEMPEST’S PLAN WAS WORKING & DRILL IANT EL THREADING BETWEEN TH 
CROWDED SHERING IN THE H THE FIGHTERS TO Hi 


AOL 
THEIR FIRE Fi AR OF ENS. The REC HANT SHIPS. ONE AFTER THE OTHER: 
THE FUMING: See PILOTS BROKE fe y 
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THE TOUGH AUSTRALIAN GUNNER. WAS 56 EXCITED BY_HIS SKIPPERS COOLLY — 
CONCEIVED AND DARINGLY- EXECUTED PLAN THAT 


IN THE WILD HEAT OF THE 
MOMENT FORGOT THE CONTEMPT HE HAD ONCE FELT FOR TROUBLE - 


GOOD _ON, 
YOU, SKIPPER,’ Give 
A PACKET TO HEAR WHAT 
THOSE SPIT BOYS ARE 
SAYING 7 GIVE EM _ANOTHER 
RUN ROUND He HARBOUR, 
GO ON 


ureeMep AT 
oleh Rare 
TAKE UNNECESSARY 


RISKS! )M_ PUTTIN 
e HER SOWN = S 
NOW 


THE COOL ENGLISHMAN WEIGHED ALL THE RISKS HE TOOK, AND NOW AS THE 
BarALEO rail CLIMBED OUT OF THE FIRING LINE HE’ KN 


EW THAT HIS 
SION WAS COMPLIES, . 
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TOUCHED DOWN " ES ES OF RoE oe 
Fae 
Be SURVNORS FINS BOYS / 7 DIDN'T RINK ANY 
OPEN THE HATCHES AND DARNED EYTIE COLLD MAKE 
WANING ON : A FOG OF THe 


[ORLY THE DARING AND SKiLL OF GERRY TEMPEST HAD 
| Be: GUT HIS Soe SF ROUES THE LAST TERR! 
HUNGRY GUNS OF THER 
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a a dt AN LoS ae CRAZY y Z 


ANKSR 


CULAT MIPED — ROU 
WALLA’ AS GO? TO CAL HIS SKIPPER 
CRAZY IF HE COLLD HELP TT. « 


" HE R.A. E. OFFICER. ONLY SM WED AT THE AUSTRALIAN GUNNER)S 


| 
UT BURST. AS THE LAUNCK REACHED THE QUAY, RE PUT ©, HIS HAND TO 


WELL Se Rey BELIEVE In f 
YOu, Fu TENANT, ANYWAY . 
ANE, TREY? ven 2 SGT TO = THAT 
RUSER SANK HOU RS, AETER 
Your” SO ePEDS aT IT 
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AT'S THAT THEYRE 
CALLING YOU, SERGEANT ? 
“THE DEATH-OR- 
GLORY BOY > 


| ASKED _FOR IT, 
SKIPPER J BUT.| CAN'T 
EXPECT THEM TO UNDERSTAND — 
THEY HAVEN) T FLOWN b 
WITH YOU / 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION... DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 21 AIRBORNE No. 22 THE INVISIBLE ENEMY 





WAR 







PICTURE i fF WAR Y 

LIBRARY : PIrcrane 

meat S ba ers yaad 
; wea? 











In war every man has his secret fears; As the allies advanced relentlessly 


some conquer them, some do not! chi onereeny Hitler ot ii hehe 
; thing in a fantastic plot to crush his 
For a young paratrooper the air-drop enemies. Only one thing stood be- 


into Sicily was a true test of courage. tween him and success—British and 
American fighting men ! 


The next THREE thrilling WAR P!CTURE LIBRARY titles are :— 


No. 24—V.1 
No. 25—THE IRON FIST 
No. 26—ATTACK AND DESTROY 
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